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1400 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

(202) 939-7900

FACSIMILE (202) 745-0916

INTERNET fw8fw-law.com

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: v'bral And Written Ex Parte Notice - CS Docket 96-157
(Cable Pricing Flexibility)

Oral Ex Parte Notice - CS Docket No. 96-85 (Cable Act Reform)

Dear Mr. Caton:

In accordance with Section 1.1200 et seq. of the Commission's rules, this is to provide
notice that on Friday, April 4, 1997, Seth Davidson of the law firm Fleischman and Walsh,
L. L. P., met with Anita Wallgren, legal advisor to Commissioner Ness to discuss issues relating
to the Commission's pending proceeding concerning cable pricing flexibility. Attached is a
copy of an unopposed Petition for Special Relief illustrating an example of flexible pricing
which was left with Ms. Wallgren. In addition, Mr. Davidson discussed issues relating to the
implementation of the MDU pricing flexibility provisions of the 1996 Telecommunications Act,
including the need for the Commission to adopt rules providing cable operators with the MDU
pricing flexibility intended by Congress.

--_.. - . -. - - -----_._-



Mr. William F. Caton
April 7, 1997
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An original and two copies of this letter are being filed for inclusion in the record of
each of the proceedings referenced above. In addition, a copy of this ex parte notice was
delivered to Ms. Wallgren on April 7, 1997.

Very truly yours,

Seth A. Davidson

Enclosure

cc: A. Wallgren

51466
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

MEREDITH/NEW HERITAGE STRATEGIC
PARTNERS, L.P.

)
)
)
)

PETITION FOR SPECIAL RELIEF

Meredith/New Heritage Strategic Partners, L.P. ("Meredith"), franchised operator of

cable systems serving a number of communities in the vicinity of Minneapolis/St. Paul,

Minnesota, hereby petitions for a waiver of the Commission's rules insofar as those rules

would require Meredith to adjust its rates to reflect the movement of channels from the cable

programming services tier ("CPST") to the basic services tier ("BST") and/or prevent

Meredith from shifting certain permitted increases in BST rates to the CPST charge on a

revenue-neutral basis. As discussed more fully below, the requested relief, which has been

endorsed by the relevant local franchising authorities, will serve the public interest.

BACKGROUND

The instant petition relates to six cable systems operated by Meredith in the

Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota suburbs. 1 Towards the end of 1995, Meredith proposed to

lThe six systems are: Burnsville/Eaaan (MN0439, MN0440); Columbia
Heiehts/Hilltop (MN0232, MN0233); North Central Suburbs (MN0370 through MN0378);
Quad Cities (MN0362 through MN0365); Ramsey/Washin&ton (MN0313 through MN0324
and MN0335).
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restructure its service offerings in these systems by moving several channels previously

offered only to CPST customers to the BST.2 The goal of this between-tier channel shift

was to enhance the value of the BST.

While the relevant local franchising authorities were supportive of Meredith's

proposed restructuring, they expressed concern as to whether the accompanying rate

adjustments, including adjustments resulting directly from the between-tier channel shift,

would largely negate the benefits of the change to BST-only customers. For example, under

Section 76.922(e)(5) of the Commission's rules and the related FCC Form 1210

methodology, cable operators that shift channels from a CPST to the BST are directed to

reduce the price of the CPST to reflect the programming costs and residual associated with

the shifted channels. The residual, adjusted on a revenue neutral basis to reflect tier

penetration differentials, plus the programming cost associated with the shifted channels, may

then be added to the BST. In Meredith's case, the effect of these adjustments would have

been a significant increase (exceeding 20 percent) in the rate charged to BST-only customers;

the combined rate paid by customers who took both the BST and the CPST (and who would

be receiving the same services as before) would have remained essentially unchanged. 3

2Meredith proposed moving eight CPST channels to the BSTs in Burnsville/Eagan and
North Central and six channels in the other systems.

3Ihe extent to which the combined BST/CPST rate would differ following a between-tier
channel shift rate adjustment varies inversely with the CPST penetration level (i.e., higher
CPST penetration levels produce smaller reductions in the combined BST/CPST rate). In
Meredith's case, the CPST penetration levels on the systems herein at issue ranged from 97.6
percent to 95.6 percent; as a result, there would only have been a de minimis reduction in the
combined BST/CPST rate after the between channel shift. See Exhibit A.
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After discussions with the relevant local franchising authorities, Meredith went ahead

with its proposed restructuring, but did not change its BST and CPST rates to reflect the

movement of channels from the CPST to the BST.4 This decision has been expressly

endorsed by each of the local franchising authorities.5 Meredith herein seeks a waiver of the

Commission's rules to allow it to continue to price its CPST at a higher level than would be

calculated under the Commission's rules, but at a level that is revenue-neutral (vis-a-vis the

BST rate).6

DISCUSSION

Grant of the requested waiver clearly will serve the public interest. Meredith's

decision not to adjust its rates to reflect its between-tier channel shift avoided a significant

increase in BST-only rates and was revenue-neutral as to the cable operator. Moreover,

Meredith's decision has been endorsed by all of the relevant local franchising authorities and

4Indeed, Meredith did not change its BST rates at all. Thus, in addition to the amount
that was not shifted to the BST to reflect the between-tier channel shift, the CPST also
includes an amount, adjusted on a revenue-neutral basis, equal to other external increases in
the BST to which Meredith would have been entitled in its most recent Form 1210.
Meredith's waiver request encompasses this portion of its rate as well.

5See Exhibit B for copies of resolutions adopted by the local franchising authorities
regarding Meredith's BST and CPST pricing. Subsequent to the adoption of these
resolutions, each local franchising authority reviewed and approved Meredith's Form 1210
which calculates BST rates in accordance with the Commission's rules. See Exhibit C.

6Meredith notes that the Cable Services Bureau has reviewed the CPST rates of each of
the systems covered by this waiver through May 14, 1994; Meredith's Forms 1200 are
pending review. The only one of the systems covered by this waiver request that is the
subject of a current Form 329 complaint is Ramsey/Washington. Meredith submitted a Form
1210 in response to that complaint in February 1996. Meredith also has submitted Forms
1210 for each of the other systems pursuant to Section 76.958 of the Commission's rules.
All of these forms adjust the CPST rate to reflect the inclusion in the CPST of other BST
related externals.
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comports with previous statements by the Commission acknowledging the public benefits of

revenue-neutral BST and CPST pricing adjustments.

First, as discussed above, Meredith has sought [Q enhance the BST in several of its

systems by adding to it a number of services previously available only to CPST customers.

Strict enforcement of the Commission's rules relating to between-tier channel shifts would

have led to a significant increase in BST rates, thereby undermining the benefit of the service

restructuring. In contrast, grant of the requested waiver not only will benefit BST-only

customers (both current and future), but will do so in a way that is revenue-neutral as to

Meredith and leaves BST/CPST customers paying essentially what they would otherwise have

paid for the same amount of service.

Second, and of enormous significance, Meredith's decision not to adjust its rates to

reflect the between-tier channel shift has been endorsed by all of the relevant local

franchising authorities. 7 Furthermore, the Commission itself recently released for comment

a "pricing flexibility" proposal that recognizes the public benefit that can follow from

allowing cable operators to make revenue neutral adjustments to BST and CPST rates. 8

Permitting Meredith to shift CPST services to the BST without adjusting its BST and CPST

rates is merely a variation on this pricing flexibility proposal.9

7See Exhibits Band C.

8Memorandum Opinion and Order and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MM Docket 92
266,- CS Docket 96-157, FCC 96-316 (reI. Aug. 15, 1996) at " 15-17.

9The pricing approach that is the subject of the instant petition also is similar in concept
to the "lifeline" tier approach that the Commission has approved in the context of certain
"social contract" rulings. See Social Contract for Time Warner Cable, FCC 95-477 (reI.

(continued... )
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CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, Meredith submits that the Commission should grant its

petition for special relief.

Respectfully submitted,

MEREDITH/NEW HERITAGE STRATEGIC
PARTNERS, L.P.

Seth A. Davidson

Fleischman and Walsh, L.L.P.
1400 16th Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036
202/939-7900

Its Attorneys
Dated: October 4, 1996

44974

9( ...continued)
Nov. 30, 1995) at , 56 ("lifeline" BST provides "valuable public benefits"); Social Contract
for Continental Cablevision, FCC 95-335 (reI. Aug. 3, 1995) at , 48 (accord).
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EXHmIT A

COMPARISON OF FCC FORM 1210 AND IMPLEMENTED RATES

System Form 1210 Implemented

Burnsville/Eagan BST: 10.42 BST: 7.77
CPST: 12.38 CPST: 15.14

22.80 22.91

Columbia Heights BST: 9.49 BST: 7.85
CPST: 12.52 CPST: 14.21

22.01 22.06

North Central BST: 10.28 BST: 7.64
CPST: 12.19 CPST: 14.93

22.47 22.57

North Suburbs BST: 10.49 BST: 8.56
CPST: 12.21 CPST: 14.26

22.70 22.77

Quad Cities BST: 9.55 BST: 7.90
CPST: 12.21 CPST: 14.21

22.11 22.16

Ramsey/Washington BST: 10.59 BST: 8.62
CPST: 12.43 CPST: 14.46

23.02 23.08
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ORDER

REGARDING TIlE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMITTED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24,1995

WHEREAS, the Bumsville-Eqan Cable Conununieations Commission (hereinafter the
"Commission'') is certified as a rate reeuIatory authority pursuant to the rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC''),

WHEREAS~ the Commission has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
'"Company'') that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority ofthe Commission.

WHEREAS, the Commission has received from the Company a FCC Fonn 1210 dated
October 19, 1995, calculating an increase in the Coinpany's maximum permitted rate for Basic
service as ofJanuary 1, 1996 from 57.77 to 510.42,

WHEREAS, the Commission bas determined that it needs additional time to solicit, receive,
and analyze additional information related to the review ofthe Company's FCC Fonn 1210,

WHEREAS, the Company has infonncd the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
servke rate from the current level ofS7.77 to the muimumpermitted level reflected on its Form
1210, subject to the FCC allo~ the Com~y, effective January 1. 1996. t~ shift tbeamount of
the increase in the Basic service rate to. the"Preferred scrilcC tier on a revenuene~ basis,

. .. - .. . . . . '. . .

WHEREAS, the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC. and will not issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1~ 1996,

NOW, lHEREFORE. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty
day (30) period for the review ofthe Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety
(90) days.

FURTHER, for the purpose of calculating the amount of the incrca5C in the maxiIr1'JIIl

pennitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission tentatively
approves the Company's FCC Form 1210, with the understanding that. in the e'lent the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Form 1210 requires a downward redUctiOil ~.., the
calculation of the maximum permitted Basic service rate, the Compan)" ~ill be required t\J ~Jake

sueh rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTHER. that in the" event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximum permitted.Basic service tate to the Preferred service rate. the Company may implement
the Basic service rate, as apProved by the Ccimniisslon, concurrent with the implemClltation of the
reduction in the Prefelred service rate ordered by the FCC, and m~)· offset any refUnds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTHER. that this Order shall be effective immediately, however, the tolling period shall
not, begin the expiration ofthe initial thirty (30) day period.

IJ'f\-
ORDERED THIS lLDAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

BURNS~L&EAGANCABLE

COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

C:\lOC\B·OOJU)E~OO' Ilnl9S 9:52



ORDER

REGARDING nm REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMfITED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24,1995

WHEREAS, the City of Columbia Hcighm (hereinafter the "City") is certified as a rate regulatory
authority pursuant to rules of the Federal Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC"),

WHEREAS, the City has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter "Company") that the Company
is subject to the rate rcg'.llatory authority of the City,

_. WHWAS.'thc City has received from the Company a FCC Fonn 1210, received OCtober 24, 1995,
calculating an increase in the Company's maximum permitted rate for Basic service as of January I, i996, from
S7.85 to S9.49,

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it needs additional time to solicil, receive, and analyze
additional information related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210,

WHEREAS, the Company has since informed the City that it will not increase its Basic service rate from
the current level of $7.85 to the maximum pennittcd level reflected on its Form 1210, subject to the FCC
allowing the Company, effective January I, 1996, to shift the amount of the increase in the Basic service rate
to the Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis,

WHEREAS, the City supports the company in its effort to obtain approval of its Preferred service rate
from the FCC, and will not issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company with respect to the Preferred
service rate implemented January 1, 1996,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the City that the initial thirty (30) day period for
the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety (90) days.

FURlHER, for the purpose of calculatine the amount of the increase in the maximwn permitted Basic
service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the City tentatively approves the Company's FCC Form
1210. with the understanding that, in the event the City's subsequent analysis of FCC Form 1210 requires a
downward reduction in the calculation of the maximum pennitted Basic service rate, the Cornpar.y will be
required to make such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTIIER, that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase L': .,a ruaximum
permitted Basic service rate to the Preferred service rate, the Company may implement the Basic service rate,
as approved by the City. concurrent with the implementation of the reduction in the Preferred service rate
ordered by the FCC, and may offset any refunds ordered by the FCC against the difference between the Basic
service rate charged during the period covered by the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate, as
approved by the City.



FURTHER, that this Order shall be effective immediately, however. the tolling period shall not begin
until after the expiration of the initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERED TInS 13TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

Offered by: Peterson
Seconded by; Petkoff
Roll call: All Ayes

CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS

o-Anne Student, Council Secretary



OBDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMIlTED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24, 1995

WHEREAS, the North Cen1lal Suburban Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter
the "Commission") is certified as a rate regulatory authority pursuant to the rules oftbe Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC"),

WHEREAS, the Commission bas notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company") that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority of the Commission.

.. W'HER.EAS,. the Commission has received~ the Company a FCC Form 1210 dated
October 19. 1995, calculating an increase in the Company's maximum pennitted rate for Basic
service as of January 1, 1996 from 57.64 to 510.28,

WHEREAS, the Commission bas ddermined that it needs additional time to solicit, receive,
and analyze additional information related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210,

WHEREAS. the Company has informed the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
service rate from the current level ofS7.64 to the maximmn permitted level reflected on its Form
1210, subject to the FCC allowing the Company, effective January 1, 1996, to shift the amount of
thein~ in the Basic service r~e to the'Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis.

WHEREAS, the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC, and will DDt issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1, 1996.

NOW, THEREFORE. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty
day (30) period for the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety
(90) days.

FURTIIER. for the purpose of calculating the amount of the increase in the maximum
permitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission te :'tatively
approves the Company's FCC Form 1210, with the understanding that, in, ~ e 'ent the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Fonn 1210 requires a downward reductio\: ..L1 the
calculation of the maximum pennined Basic service rate, the Company will be required to make
such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTHER, that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximwn permitted Basic service rate to the Prefc:rred ser-;ce rate. the Company may implement
the Basic service rate, as approved by the Commission, concurrent with the implementation of the
reduction in the Preferred service rate ordered by the FCC, and may offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTHER., that this Order shall be effective immediately, however, the tolling period shall
not begin the expiration ofthe jnitial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERED THIS 15th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

NORTH CENTRAL SUBURBAN CABLE
COMMUNlCAnONS COMMISSION

~~By -+- _
rts,_....;;C.;.;.ha;;;..i;..;.r_~:....- _

... lr p .....

C:\TDC\NCSCCC\ORDERS\006 1117195 9:52



OlDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMIII ED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OcrOBER 14, 1m

WHEREAS, the North Suburban Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter the
"Commissionj Is· certified as a rate reauJatory authority pursuant to the rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FeCj,

WHEREAS, the Commission bas notified Mcmiith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company") that the Company is subjcct to the rate regulatory authority ofthe Commission,

WHEREAS, the Commission bas received from. the Company a FCC FOnD 1210 dated
October 19, 1995. c:alc:ulatina an increase in the Company's maximum permitted ... for Basic
service as ofJanuary 1, 1996 from S8.56 to SI0.49,

WHEREAS. the Commission bas detmnined tbat it needs additional time to solicit. receive,
and analyze additional information related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210,

WHEREAS. the Company has informed the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
service rate from the cunent level of 58.56 to the maximum penniued level reflected on its Form
1210, subject to the FCC allowing the Company, effective January 1, 1996, to shift the amount of
the increase in the Basic service rate t9 the Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis,

WHEREAS, the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC, and will not issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1, 1996.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty
day (30) period for the review ofthe Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninet)·
(90) days.

FURTHER, for the purpose of calculatina the amount of the increase in the maxi.m1m
permitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission terta.ti"~ly

approves the Company's FCC Fonn 1210, with the understandina that, in the e, :nt the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Fonn 1210 requires a downward reductiOL ;., '.he
calculation of the maximum permitted Basic service rate. the Company Vt'ill be required tc --lake
such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTIIE~ that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximum permitted Basic service rate to the Preferred service rate, the Company may implement
the Basic service rate. as approved by the Commission, concurrent with the implementation of the
reduction in the Preferred service rate ordered by the FCC, and may offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate. as approved by the Conunission.



FURTHER, that this Order shall be effective immediately, however, the tolling period shall
Dot beain the expiration of the initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDEREB THlS~11..9 DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

NORTH SUBURBAN CABLE
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

C:\T'DC\NSCCCC\ORDERS\ORDaOO6



OBDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMI I I ED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24, 1995

WHEREAS, the Quad Cities Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter the
"Commission") is certified as a rate reauJatory authority pursuant to the rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC"),

WHEREAS, the Commission has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
UCompanyj that the Company is subj"t to the rate rcplatozy authority ofthe Commission,

WHEREAS. the Commission has received nom the Company a FCC Form 1210 dated
OCtober 19, 1995, calcu!ating an -meieaseo in me Company~s maximum permitted rate (or-Basic
service as ofJanuary 1, 1996 from $1.90 to $9.SS,

WHEREAS. the Commission has detennined that it needs additional time to so1ici~ receh-e.
and analyze additional information related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 121 O~

WHEREAS, the Company has informed the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
service rate from the current level 0($1.90 to the maximum permitted level reflected on its Fonn
1210, subj"t to the FCC allowing the Company, effective January 1, 1996. to shift the amount of
the increase in the Basic service rate to the Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis,

\VHEREAS. the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approvaJ of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC, and will not issue a Fonn 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1. 1996,

NOW, THEREFORE. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty.
day (30) period for the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety
(90) days.

FURTHER, for the purpose of calculating the amount of the increase in the maxire-.JIIl
pennitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission teJltatl\·dy
approves the Company's FCC Form 1210, with the understanding that, in the eo 'ent the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Form 1210 requires a downward reductio!: . -: the
calculation of the maximum permitted Basic service rate, the Company will be required t~ -oiake
such rate adjustments and reftmds as are appropriate.

FURTHER that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximum permitted Basic service rate to the Preferred service rate. the Company may implement
the Basic service rate. as approved by the Commission,. concurrent with the implementation ofthe
reduction in the Preferred service rate ordered by the FCC. and may offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic: rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTHER. that this Order shall be effective immediately, however, the tolling period shall
not begin the expiration ofthe initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERED nus~ DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

QUAD CITIES CABLE COMMUNICAnONS
COMMISSION

C:\TOC\QUADIORDERS\OO6 t1n19S 14:10
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WHEREAS, the COmmissjon hu receiVed from the l=om~ya FCC Form 1210
dated October 19, 1995. calculaUni an increue 1n the C0111pan1.s mufmum
pcrm1ttcd .-ate for Basic service as ofJanuary 1, 1996 &t·m $8'r2 to $10.59: .

WHEREAS, the Cornm1M1on baa detenn1Ded that It Deed&laddtttonal UIne to
sol:idt. receiVe. and analyze .dctiUonalInfonnat1on related to the:rcvtew of the
Company's FCC Farm 1210; I

WHEREAS. the Company hal informed the Comm111wn Uaat it WIll DOt increase
it. Ba81c iemee rate from the cunmt level of 18,62 to the:~ permitted level
rdleeted O!1lts Form 1210. aubject to the FCC a1lowlng t1Le Co . eif~
January 1. 199&. to shift the amount of the 1nc:reue in Ule Ba Ia'Vtce rate to the
Preferred serv1ce t1er on a revcmue neutral bam:

!

WHERE.AS. the Cos1mUssion s:rte the CompulY In ~:effort tD obtain
approval of its Preferred aemoe rate the FCC. and wUl not tAue & Form 329
complaint ap1nIt the Company With reepect to the Praer.red cc nate
implemented JmuaJy 1. leeS: ,

I
NOW. nfERETORE. rr IS H£RlBY ORDERED by theCo~ tbat the

mJUal tbIrty-day period for the Ntlew of the Compmy's~ Fe» 1210 .. tolled for
an ItJcUt2DDIJ mnety (90) daya. ,

I
F'UR"'nfER. for the purpoH of calcu1aUn& the amou:nt of~creuetil 1he

maxLmum permitted Bu1c aavice rate to be lStiJftcd to thI: Prefi MI"Ylae tlf r. the
Comn'Ualon tentatively approve. the Company'.~ Form 121 " 'With the .
underataDdtna that. in the event the Comm1aa1on's BUbseq.Ucnt~ or FCC!7 .&11
1210 requJres a downward reduction mthe calculation o( the m4xlmWD perml~
Bulc Kl"Vic:o rate, the Compaay wW. be reqU1r'ed. to make :Nch Tte adjustmenb AntS
refunds .. are appropriate;

P'UR'nlER. that in the event the FCC does not allo'" the mpany to aJUft the
lIlereue in the maximum permitted Bate ICVLce rate to the errecl aavice rate.
the Company may implement the 8ulc .en1ce rate on2e:r':d by e FCC eoncun-ent
With the implementation of the reductSal1ln the Preferred serv1 rate and may of&et



,
,

any refundt ordered by the FCC .,.mat the d11ft:lence be'tween jthe Buie Iel'V1Ce rate
charled durtne the period COftZ'Id by the refund order &n41 the lfl8X1mum pam1tted
Bule rate. as approved by the commfHiOn; .

I
P'URIHEIl that th!lI Order ahal1 be declIVe UIImclliatcl)ooro the ml1mll

period eha11 n.ot beg1n the exp1raUOn of the iAit:l&1 thirty (3(» day oct

OIlDEREO 1HIS If~DAY OF NOVEMBER. 19950 I

UNl1ES SUBtIRBAN
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I

I
\
!
i
I
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Regarding Approval of the
Proposed Rate Iuc:rease Submitted by Meredith Cable Company

to the Burnsville-Eapn Cable Communications Commission

WHEREAS, the Burnsville·Eagan Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter
"Commission") is certified as a rate regulatory authority pursuant to rules of the federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC"),

WHEREAS, the Commission has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company") that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority of the Commission,

WHEREAS, the Commission has received from the Company an FCC Fonn 1205
Equipment Rate Fonn and an FCC Fonn 1210 "Update Form",

WHEREAS, the Form filings implicate the Commission's authority to reau1ate basic
service rares in requesting an increase in the Company's maximum pennitted basic service rate
and rela2d equipment rates. on a going forward basis,

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the Form filings in accordaIa with applicable
FCC rules and regulations and has consulted with experts, including legal and accouning experts,

WHEREAS, the Commission solicited, received and analyzed additional information
related to said review by the Commission, staff and consultants,

WHEREAS, the Commission, its staff and consultants. have determined that the
Company's FCC Form 1205 and 1210 comport with applicable FCC rules and regulations,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Bumsville--E.agan Cable
Communications Commission that the proposed rate increases, as filed, for the basic service tier
and related equipment arc reasonable and approved, subject, as may be necessary, to such
further review of the implementation of the proposed rate increase on the cable programming
service tier.

FURTHER, that this Order shaH be effective immediately.

ORDERED THIS £'DAY OF ik~Bt- ,199 Q.

Burnsville-Eagan Cable CODllDUDi~f ....ns
Comm" ion

C:\CUENTS~E\ORDER..OOSfyb



UCNtDlm APPROVAL OF THE
PROPOSED UTE INCREASE SUlllIT'1'ED BY MDEDITH CABLE COMPAIIY

TO THE CI'l'r OF COLt1MJIA HEIGHTS

WHEREAS, the City of Columbia H.igbt. (bereinafeer ·City·) i. certified a. a
rat. regulatozy authority pursuant to rul.. of the Federal C~ications
Commi••ioD (h.reinafter -FCC-),

'WHEItZAS, the City bas notifi.d ..reclith Cable cClIIIJ'&ny (her.inafter -c~y·)
tbat the CClIIIF&ny 18 subj.ct to the rat. r89Ulatory authority of tbe C~sa1on,

WJIE:IDS, the City ha. received frc. the COJIIPIU1Y an FCC Fozm 1205, Bquipaent
Rate Pora aDd an FCC J"Oni 1210, -Update POrllla ,

WIIDaAS. the Pora FiUng. 1IIpUeate the City's authority to r ...late .aic
••rv1oe rat•• in requesting aD iner.... J.a tbe COJIIP&fty'. maximua peraitteci basic
.e~~c~_ra.te and related ~ipIMDt rate., on a going forwareS baai.,

WBEIEAS, the City baa reviewed the Fora filing. in accordance with ...,11c&ble
FCC ~le. and ragulationa and baa oonsulted vith experts, ineluc:ting legal and
accounting expert.,

WHEREAS, t.he City .olicited, received and analyzed additional iJlfozation
related to .aid review by the City, ataff, and oonsultants,

WHEJU:U, the City, its staff and consultants, bave determined that the
Compe.rty'. FCC Fonn 1205 and 1210 comply with applicable FCC rule. and
regulations,

NOW, TIIDEFORE, IT IS HERDY ORDEllED by the City of Col\DDbia aeigbU that the
proposed raee incr••••a, a. filed, for the basic ••rvice tier gel related
equipment are r.asonable and .pproved, subject a. may be nee•••ar,y, to 8uch
further review of the implementation of the proposed rate inor.... on the cable
progr~ing .ervice ~ier.

FURTHER, that this Order .hall ~ effective immediately.

22nd January 6ORDDEI) THIS _ DAY OF , 199__


